
Press Release

Irish PEN presents: 
An Evening with Gerry Stembridge and Chris Binchy 
Gerry Stembridge and Chris Binchy will read from their work and answer questions on how to be a successful writer. 
Gerard Stembridge was born in Limerick. He studied English and History at UCD and has lived in Dublin since. His films include Guiltrip and About Adam. He co-wrote the satirical radio show Scrap Saturday with Dermot Morgan, and more recently the satirical TV series, The State of Us, with Risteárd Cooper. He has written eleven plays. His first novel was According to Luke.

Chris Binchy was born in 1970. He worked as an embassy researcher, painter, hotel manager and sushi chef before becoming a full-time writer. His first novel, The Very Man, was shortlisted for the Irish Book of the Year Award. He lives in Dublin.
Where: 
United Arts Club, 3 Upper Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2 

When: 
8 p.m. Thursday 14 May
Cost: 

€3 members & €5 non-members

Places limited. Booking essential:
Email irishpen@ireland.com or phone 087 966 0770

Preceded, at 7 p.m., by Irish PEN AGM. Join us afterwards for a glass of wine.
NOTE TO THE EDITOR

Irish PEN is affiliated to International PEN, a worldwide association of writers with over 140 branches in 90 countries. PEN stands for poets, playwrights, editors, essayists and novelists. The organisation exists to promote friendship, freedom of expression, international goodwill and intellectual co-operation between writers from a variety of mediums.

Each year Irish PEN nominates an Irish writer for the Nobel Prize in Literature. Following his Nobel Award in 1995, Seamus Heaney was conferred with life membership of Irish PEN. Past and current members of Irish PEN include Lady Gregory, Lord Longford, Sean O’Faolain, Maeve Binchy, Colm Tóibín, Joseph O’Connor, Marita Conlon-McKenna, Evan Boland, Brian Friel, Éilis Ni Dhuibhne, and John Banville.
Monthly meetings take place in the heart of Georgian Dublin at The United Arts Club, 3 Upper Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2. Established and new writers are welcome to come along to hear writers and those involved in publishing, media etc. discuss their work, get involved in debate about contemporary Irish writing, and afterwards relax and have a drink in the bar. 
More news and information about Irish PEN is available on: www.irishpen.com
Annual membership costs €40 a year, or €30 for associate members. An application form for membership can be downloaded from www.irishpen.com
Irish PEN, Tel: 087 966 0770. Web: www.irishpen.com Email: irishpen@ireland.com

